[Ultrastructural characteristics of osteoclasts in different functional states].
By electron microscopy and autoradiography, a study was made of osteoclasts in the metaphyseal zones of the femora of 1-7-day old rabbits and rats. It was established that depending on the intensity of resorptive processes osteoclasts noticeably differed in their morphology (shape, size, number of nuclei, degree of development of intracellular organelles, "brush border"), as well as in the level of biosynthetic activity registered by incorporation intensity of 3H-uridine and 3H-methionine in these. According to these indices, osteoclasts were classified as young, mature functionally active, and non-active osteoclasts, as well as perishing ones. The defined morpho-functional states represent successive stages of the life cycle of osteoclasts.